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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed August 30, 2007, in which the 
Examiner has required restriction between Group I, namely Claims 1-21, Group II, 
namely Claims 22-27, Group III, namely Claims 28-43, Group IV, namely Claim 44, 
Group V, namely Claims 45-49, Group VI, namely Claims 50-54 and Group VII, namely 
Claims 55-57. 

Upon review of the Office Action, Applicants' undersigned representative 
realized that restriction requirement does not to take into to account that the pending 
claims were amended in the Preliminary Amendment filed June 3, 2005. In this 
Preliminary Amendment, Applicants cancelled claims 2, 3, 9, 29, 30, 36, 39, 46, 48, 52, 
and 53, amended claims 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 20, 22, 28, 31, 32, 34, 35, 42, 44, 45, 50, 51, and 
54-57, and added new claims 58-61. The Office Action, however, indicates that claims 
1-57 are pending. 

Applicants' undersigned representative contacted Examiner Kruse via telephone 
on November 14, 2007. A summary of this telephonic interview follows. 



ApplNo.: 10/520,738 
Amdt. dated 11/16/2007 

Reply to Restriction Requirement of August 30, 2007 



Applicants' representative advised Examiner Kruse that the 
restriction requirement set forth in the Office Action mailed August 30, 
2007did not appear to take into account the Preliminary Amendment filed 
June 3, 2005. Applicants' representative requested clarification on how to 
proceed in response to the restriction requirement. Examiner Kruse stated 
that the claim groupings set forth in the Office Action remain the same 
and that the new claims (dependent claims 58-61) are assigned to the 
groups from which they ultimately depend. Thus, claims 58 and 59, 
which depend from independent claim 22, are assigned to Group II, and 
claims 60 and 61, which depend from independent claim 44, are assigned 
to Group IV. 

Applicants hereby provisionally elect without traverse to prosecute the claims of 
Group II (Claims 22-27, 58, and 59) and expressly reserve the right to file divisional 
applications or take such other appropriate measures deemed necessary to protect the 
inventions in the remaining claims. 

Applicants file concurrently herewith an Amendment to amend claim 22 to clarify 
further the subject matter of their claimed invention, to add additional claims that are 
directed to embodiments of the invention that lie with the subject matter of the elected 
group of claims, and to cancel the non-elected claims. 

Should the Examiner have further questions or comments with respect to 
examination of this case, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner telephone the 
undersigned so that further examination of this application can be expedited. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are 
required, beyond those, which may otherwise be provided for in documents 
accompanying this paper. However, in the event that additional extensions of time are 
necessary to allow consideration of this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned 
under 37 CFR § 1.136(a), and any fee required therefore (including fees for net addition 
of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit Account No. 16-0605. 



2 of 3 



ApplNo.: 10/520,738 
Amdt. dated 11/16/2007 

Reply to Restriction Requirement of August 30, 2007 



Respectfully submitted, 

/david m. saravitz/ 
David M. Saravitz 

Customer No. 00826 Registration No. 55,593 

ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Raleigh Office (919) 862-2200 

Fax Raleigh Office (919) 862-2260 

ELECTRONICALLY FILED USING THE EFS-WEB ELECTRONIC FILING SYSTEM OF THE UNITED STATES 
PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE ON November 16, 2007. 



3 Of 3 



